
Martin Bird’s Prayers for 
Monday 21st  – Sunday 27th June 

 

Monday 

Reading – Matthew Chapter 7, verses 1 to 5  

“Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will be 
judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 

“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to 
the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of 
your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the 
plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your 

brother’s eye. 

Lord Jesus, may we not judge others but rather see them as you do – as children of God. 
All people are yours, just as we are, and we want to bring people to you. Help us to see 
people with love and warmth and help them to see in us your love for them. We pray for 
all people who have been hurt for whatever reason and pray that your love would be 

able to overcome that hurt and bring them to you. Help us to truly live out your wonderful 
commandment and love our neighbours as ourselves. Amen 

Tuesday – Remembering Alban, the first Christian Martyr of Britain 

Reading – 2 Timothy 2, verses 3 to 13 

Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No one serving as a soldier 
gets entangled in civilian affairs, but rather tries to please his commanding officer. 

Similarly, anyone who competes as an athlete does not receive the victor’s crown except 
by competing according to the rules. The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive 

a share of the crops. Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all 
this. 

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my 
gospel, for which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But 
God’s word is not chained. Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that 

they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 

Here is a trustworthy saying: 

If we died with him, we will also live with him; 
if we endure, we will also reign with him. 
If we disown him, he will also disown us; 

if we are faithless, he remains faithful, 
    for he cannot disown himself. 

Lord, we thank you for the faithfulness of Alban, the first Christian martyr of Britain. May we, 
when we come under pressure to go against our faith in you, be like Alban and be strong 
enough to be faithful to you. As we read this letter of Paul to Timothy, we see how much 

he suffered for the gospel – your good news. We also remember that Alban lost his life too 
for that same gospel. May we continue to spread your gospel today, regardless of the 
consequences to ourselves so that more and more people may come to you. Amen 

 



Wednesday 

Reading – Matthew Chapter 7, verses 7 to 12  

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened 
to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who 

knocks, the door will be opened. “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a 
stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know 

how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give 
good gifts to those who ask him! So in everything, do to others what you would have them 

do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. 

Lord Jesus, help us today to do your will in our lives. As we do your will, may we remember 
the words of this part of Matthew and truly do to others only what we would have them 

do to us. Lord, you say that we only have to ask and it will be given, or to seek and we will 
find. Lord Jesus, we ask today that our faith in you would be strong as we work our way 

through this current situation, and to continue your work on earth. As we seek to find the 
way to your work, help us to find the way you have already set out for us to follow. Thank 
you, Lord Jesus, that we can ask these things, safe in the knowledge that you hear us and 

will answer us. Amen 

 

 

Thursday – The birth of John the Baptist 

Reading – Luke Chapter 1, verses 57 to 66 and 80 

When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. Her neighbours 
and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy. On 
the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him after 
his father Zechariah, but his mother spoke up and said, “No! He is to be called John.” They 

said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who has that name.” Then they made 
signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name the child. He asked for a writing 

tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, “His name is John.” Immediately his 
mouth was opened and his tongue set free, and he began to speak, praising God. All the 

neighbours were filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people were 
talking about all these things. Everyone who heard this wondered about it, asking, “What 

then is this child going to be?” For the Lord’s hand was with him. 

And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the wilderness until he 
appeared publicly to Israel. 

Lord Jesus, we thank you today for the birth of John the Baptist. We thank you that he was 
called to be a witness to the light, and did just that. He told as many people as he could 

about your coming and told those people that you were the important one. May we now 
see what John said and see ourselves in that same light. May we be your witnesses here 

on earth today, shining your light everywhere we go. May we too make sure that 
everything we say, do and think is all about you and not us. You are the important one – 
may we live as John did spreading your word to all we see and helping them to see just 

how important you are for them too. Amen 

 

 



Friday 

Reading – Romans Chapter 13, verses 8 to the end 

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for 
whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit 

adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and 
whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love 
your neighbour as yourself.” Love does no harm to a neighbour. Therefore love is the 

fulfilment of the law. And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already 
come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than 

when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside 
the deeds of darkness and put on the armour of light. Let us behave decently, as in the 

daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not 
in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not 

think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh. 

Jesus, our Saviour, our salvation is even nearer now and the night is even closer to finishing. 
Help us to fulfil your law, all summed up in the two most important commandments: 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul and all mind and Love your 
neighbour as yourself. 

If we do all we can to follow these, the rest will happen. Let us clothe ourselves with you, 
Lord Jesus Christ, and go forth in your name to do your work. Amen 

Saturday  

Reading – Matthew Chapter 8, verses 5 to 17 

When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. “Lord,” he 
said, “my servant lies at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.” Jesus said to him, “Shall I 

come and heal him?” The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come 
under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I myself am a man 

under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, 
‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”  When Jesus heard 

this, he was amazed and said to those following him, “Truly I tell you, I have not found 
anyone in Israel with such great faith. I say to you that many will come from the east and 

the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the 
kingdom of heaven. But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the 

darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Then Jesus said to the 
centurion, “Go! Let it be done just as you believed it would.” And his servant was healed at 

that moment. When Jesus came into Peter’s house, he saw Peter’s mother-in-law lying in 
bed with a fever. He touched her hand and the fever left her, and she got up and began 
to wait on him. When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to 
him, and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick. This was to fulfil what 

was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: 

“He took up our infirmities 
    and bore our diseases.” 

  

Lord Jesus, may we be as faithful to you as the centurion and know that you are the only 
one who can save us. You took up infirmities and bore diseases during your time on earth – 
we now ask that you would continue to do the same through the power of your Holy Spirit. 

Live amongst us, Lord Jesus, and help this current pandemic to end through your power 
and the power of your Father, the one, true God. Amen 



Sunday 

Reading – Lamentations Chapter 3, verses 23 to 33 

Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 

They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 

I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion; therefore I will wait for him.” 

The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him; 

it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD. 

It is good for a man to bear the yoke while he is young. 

Let him sit alone in silence, for the LORD has laid it on him. 

Let him bury his face in the dust - there may yet be hope. 

Let him offer his cheek to one who would strike him, and let him be filled with disgrace. 

For no one is cast off by the Lord forever. 

Though he brings grief, he will show compassion, so great is his unfailing love. 

For he does not willingly bring affliction or grief to anyone. 

Lord God, thank you that your compassions are new every morning. Thank you that, 
because of your great love, we are not consumed. Thank you that your faithfulness to us is 

greater than we could ever imagine – help us to be so faithful to you. You, Lord, are our 
portion – may we wait patiently for you and your salvation. Thank you that, as we wait, we 
can know, for sure, that no one is cast off by you forever – we come to you now, knowing 

that in so doing, you will welcome us in. In your name we pray, Amen 

and see weakness as the ultimate power, just as you showed on the cross. Amen 

 


